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Those Mysterious Montessori Materials: The Great Lessons

any parents and schools

focus on basic skills: read-
ing, writing, and math. But the
basics are truly keys that allow
learners to get access to the real
curriculum, which should be
thought of as an interwoven tap-
estry of the sciences, technology,
literature, society, and all of the
things human beings have done
throughout history.

If children are exposed to a rich
curriculum in a way that feels
inviting (and not stressful) they
tend to become excited about
learning how the world works.
. This is what makes children want
to read and do research. It's what
helps them to understand how
and why we use mathematics.

Whether it's business econom-
ics, anthropology, archeology, the
story of famous lives, architecture,
engineering, invention, the true
curriculum is endless.

Our goal is to sow seeds of wonder
and to ignite children’s curiosity,
interest, and imagination.

In Montessori, a key part of how
we approach this is by helping
children to see that we are all
members of the human family.
Our roots lie in the distant past,
and history is the story of our
common heritage.

Without a strong sense of history,
we cannot begin to know who we
are as individuals today. Our goal
is to develop a global perspective,
and the study of history and world
cultures forms a key cornerstone
of the Montessori curriculum.

We use many learning strategies
to begin this journey, beginning
with stories, but also using time-
lines, illustrations, and hands-on
experiences to help children begin

to imagine how the world as we
know it came to be.

Montessori described this as a

“Cosmic Curriculum,” which may -

sound odd at first, but is meant to
imply a child coming away with
a broad sense of the birth of the
universe, earth science, the for-
mation of life, and how human
beings met their needs and devel-
oped societies and the cultures of

the world.

These studies begin simply but
weave together everything from
astronomy, physics, chemistry,
biology, anthropology, archeology,
linguistics, mathematics, geome-
try, architecture, industry, trade,
and civic life.

Montessori's Cosmic Curriculum
helps children to see the how
everything is interconnected in
the universe. It is a steppingstone
to lifelong learning,

One of the key components of the
Montessori cosmic curriculum is
the use of what Montessori calls
the "Great Lessons" The Great
Lessons are a classic element in
the Montessori curriculum, espe-
cially during the elementary years,
although we can introduce them
even earlier and expand on them
in the adolescent years.

Among other things, the Great
Lessons are powerful and inspir-
ing stories that are used to
introduce children to the inter-
connectedness of all things in the
universe. They are typically pre-
sented in a dramatic and engaging
way, using storytelling, props, and
hands-on  science experiments
and activities.

They are a set of five stories or les-
sons that are designed to ignite a
child’s imagination and deeper

interest in learning about the
wortld around them. These les-
sons are an integral part of the
Montessori curriculum and are
typically introduced to children
between the ages of six and twelve.

The five Great Lessons are:

1. The Story of the Universe:
This lesson introduces chil-
dren to the formation of the
universe, the formation of the
Earth and our solar system.
This lesson and the follow up
activities take a first look at
the question of how the world
began, different stories that
people have told, and what
scientists believe, in simple
terms, about the Big Bang, for-
mation of the stars, gallaxies,
and solar systems, and how
the Earth changed over the
geologic eras setting the stage
for life to emerge.

2. 'The Story of Life: This lesson
explores the origins and evolu-
tion of life on earth, including
the characteristics of living
organisms, the classification of
living things, and the interde-
pendence of all living things.
Most children tend to be fas-
cinated by dinosaurs. During
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the the Second Great lesson,
we helped them to under-
stand how life evolved from
simple organisms to the plants
and animals that we see today.
Learning about the fossil
records, and the way animals
changed over time and adapt-
ed to their environment is all
part of this element of the
overall curriculum. While the
lesson is just the introduction,
the ongoing study of biology
continues throughout the cur-
riculum in Montessori all the
way through high school.

3. The Story of Human Beings:
This lesson delves into the
evolution of humans, includ-
ing the development of
language, culture, and civiliza-
tion. Beginning with a broad
overview of the evolution
of modern people from our
Neolithic ancestors, and how
archaeologists have found evi-
dence of the way people lived
many years ago. Children
are introduced to the funda-
mental needs that all human
beings share, how we have met
those needs in different parts
of the world, early tools, and
how civilization developed.
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4. The Story of Writing: This
lesson explores the history of
writing, including the devel-
opment of different writing
systems and the role of writ-
ing in human communication.

5. The Story of Numbers: This
lesson introduces children to
the concept of numbers and
their importance in human
society, including the develop-
ment of different number sys-
tems and the use of numbers
in science, mathematics, and

technology.

The Great Lessons are not simply
stories that are told to children
but are opportunities for children
to engage in hands-on learning
activities and explore their own
interests and curiosity.

These lessons from the center of
the elementary curriculum, with
all areas of the classroom spiral-
ing out from the Great Lessons.
The Story of the Universe leads
to science and geography. The
Story of Life leads to the study of
biology and zoology. The Story
of Human Beings leads to cul-
tures of the world. The Story of
Writing leads to the language

area. The Story of Numbers
leads to mathematics and geom-
etry. These five lessons lead to all
the other materials and lessons
throughout the six years of ele-
mentary and beyond.

By presenting these lessons in a
way that is engaging and accessi-
ble to children, Montessori edu-
cators aim to inspire children to
become lifelong learners who are
passionate about exploring the
world around them. Il
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The Parenting Puzzle
THE BASICS: 2ND EDITION
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Peacing
it all together.

This updated edition of the popular
course, The Parenting Puzzle, led by
Lorna McGrath, shares the secrets of
Family Leadership—the Montessori
way. Over the course of five weeks,
Lorna provides strategies and practical
examples that you can use right away to
bring peace and ease into your home,
creating a haven for the whole family,
where power struggles fall away and
give rise to joy.

Discount for MFA members.
Now offering a monthly payment plan.

OFE:

g

REGISTER OR LEARN MORE
tinyurl.com/parenting-puzzle-2
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